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Holidays at a distance
The pandemic is changing how we gather this season

BY BAILEY RENT

The holiday season has 
arrived. However, due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, holidays 
may be celebrated very differ-
ently this year.

“We typically gather with 
the family. However, consider-
ing the good number of my 
family that I have in the dan-
ger zone for Covid, putting 
them at high risk has been a 
concern,” said senior Jordan 

Kimbrough.
Kimbrough and her family 

plan to have a small gather-
ing with immediate family, 
instead of their usual large 
gatherings.

Charleigh Carter, an-
other senior, plans on having 
gatherings over the holidays; 
however, she and her family 
have made some changes.

“We will still have gather-
ings, but we don’t stay as 
long. We still want to enjoy 

each other and the time that 
we get to spend together,” 
said Carter.

Both students and teachers 
are switching up their holi-
days so that they can protect 
themselves and their families.

“Our Christmas will be 
different because of the virus,” 
said librarian Shelly Smith. 
“We have not attended any 
large family gatherings and 
do not plan to right now. We 
will probably see our immedi-
ate family but it will depend 
on quarantines and the health 
of family members.”

The changes in holiday 
plans for many have gone 
beyond gathering with family. 
Head custodian Willie Gold-
smith, who normally spends 
Thanksgiving helping needy 
families, said that routine had 
to be adjusted. 

Mr. Goldsmith said that 
instead of cooking meals for 
the families to sit down and 
eat, he and others prepared 
boxed meals to send home 
with them. 

SEE HOLIDAYS ON PAGE 7

Life as a
virtual 
learner
Students face pesky 
siblings, chaos
and other challenges

Illustration by Ajaylin Spence

BY TYLER HENRY

Because of coronavirus 
guidelines and not wanting 
to expose themselves to an 
outbreak of the virus, many 
students decided to remain at 
home full-time this semester 
for virtual learning. When the 
distrit returned to all-virtual 
instruction Nov. 23, these 
students were joined by the 
rest of their classmates in fac-
ing the unique challenges of 
learning from home. 

For sophomore Janiyah 
Cooper, one of the things she 
misses most about being in 
school is being able to come 
to class and “actually pay at-
tention and learn something.”

Pesky siblings and an 

SEE VIRTUAL ON PAGE 2



2 December 2020

Our required accessory
Masks inspire arguments, memes and goodwill
BY ALAYNA DEMERY

Masks are mandatory just 
about everywhere you go. 
And among students, they’ve 
become more than a daily 
accessory; they’ve stirred 
strong beliefs, inspired Insta-
gram memes and provided a 
chance spread goodwill.

Sophomore Alda Jean-
Julien is among those with 
strong opinions about mask-
wearing.

“I can get sick very easily 
because I’m an asthmatic. It is 
really annoying when people 
don’t wear masks and it really 
shows their privilege, their ig-
norance and their arrogance,” 
Jean-Julien said. “You can get 
people killed that way.”

Senior Calyinna Darling 
agreed.

“I think wearing masks is 
important because it protects 
me from you. I never know 
somebody’s situation so they 
might have a health issue. So 
where I might not be high 
risk for it, they might be high 
risk for it. I like to keep other 
people safe as well as myself,” 
she said.

Senior Leif Billings shared 
the need for masks in a more 
lighthearted way. Billings 
described a meme posted on 
Instagram that expressed how 
much safer masks can make 
people. 

“It (compared mask-wear-
ing to) wearing pants and 
peeing. So basically it’s like if 
you wear one and someone 
else wears one, the droplets 

don’t get shared then it keeps 
it doubly safe,” Billings said.

Junior Kristiana Read has 
used the mask mandate to 
help others. 

“Since masks are required, 
people decided to express 
themselves through their 
masks like they do with 
clothes. I decided to help my 
mom make them to pass the 
time that I was already not 
doing anything productive.  
It was nice being able to do 
something with her,” Read 
said. 

Read sews the masks using 
cotton fabric, then donates 
the finished masks. 

Although some people 
opt for face shields, masks are 
more effective in preventing 
the spread of the virus, said 
school nurse Melissa Lindsey.

“(Shields) do not protect 
from the sides, and as you 
breathe, air comes and goes 
from the sides as this is the 
path of least resistance,” she 
said.

Photos by Alayna Demery

Masks made by junior Kris-
tiana Read and her mother; 
face coverings bearing the 
Pike logo for sale at the 
school.  “Wearing masks 
is important because it 
protects me from you,” said 
senior Calyinna Darling. 

VIRTUAL CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

unorganized home structure 
can be a hindrance for some. 
Sophomore Lianie Cortez 
described her family as a 
distraction.

“Two of my siblings in el-
ementary play around during 
school, and it’s hard helping 
them stay on track when me 
and my brother are busy try-
ing to complete our assign-
ments,” she said. 

She also said that because 
her mother works from home, 
she isn’t able to help her kids 
with their assignments as 
much.

A lot of students do find 
this to be a problem, espe-
cially students who have 
larger families. Cortez said she 
has contemplated whether to 
remain virtual whenever the 
school resumes the in-person 
option because her “siblings 
are really distracting.” 

Students whose parents 
work also face this issue 
because their parents have 
to concentrate on both their 
work and their children’s 
schoolwork, so sometimes 
parents don’t have an orga-
nized or structured schedule 
for the house.

An additional problem for 
some students is a perceived 
larger workload.

“It feels like we are just 
submitting assignments 24/7 
instead of actually learning,”  
Cortez said.

However many hardships 
there might be, some stu-
dents prefer virtual learning.

Sophomore Amir Jeffer-
son said he likes “everything” 
about virtual school and that 
he is able to do everything he 
would do at school. 
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Pandemic impacts IB project
Students must create benefit program while following safety measures
BY SYMONE CLOYD

Seniors at Pike are battling 
a lot of pandemic-related 
changes, from extracurricular 
activities to online classes 
to standardized tests. How-
ever,  seniors involved in the 
International Baccalaureate 
Program are also dealing with 
another change.

IB seniors are required 
to complete an assignment 
called the Creativity, Activ-
ity and Service (CAS) Project. 
Throughout the year, students 
are required to participate in 
a certain amount of ac-
tivities that fall into the three 
categories. The pandemic 
has presented challenges in 
completing some of these 
activities.

Many IB seniors are having 
a hard time getting service 
hours in. 

“The students are having 
to look outside the box this 
year with what they are do-
ing,” said program coordinator 
Danielle Vohland. 

Pike and IB graduate Mad-
eline Flight said she doesn’t 
think she could have done her 
CAS project during the pan-
demic because to complete it, 
she was in heavy contact with 
people.

Flight and other students 
made reusable bags out of 
T-shirts and gave them out to 
people at local grocery stores. 
The goal was to show people 
that they did not need to use 
plastic bags.

“We went to a lot of dif-

ferent grocery stores, local 
farmers markets, and events 
to give out bags. We were in 
contact with so many people, 
and a lot of the events we 
went to don’t exist anymore 
because of Covid,” said Flight. 

Mrs. Vohland says that 

when everyone was still in 
quarantine, she held regular 
Zoom meetings for the IB se-
niors and their parents so that 
they could voice their con-
cerns and talk about how to 
move forward. She also held 
meetings with IB teachers. 

“A lot of them got things 
done over the summer 
relating to CAS, but we were 
basically shut down, so some 
of them did not know how 
to move forward,” said Mrs. 
Vohland. 

The biggest concern that 
the IB students are facing is 
trying to battle the unknown. 

“We are in a situation 
that we haven’t really had to 
deal with before, so we’re all 
learning how to adapt in a 
very different way. It’s difficult 
to find ways to solve these 
problems. I think it is possible, 
but it will require more work,” 
said Flight. 

IB senior Skylar Kellogg 
said the hardest part isn’t 
dealing with pandemic re-
strictions, it’s finding time to 
do everything. 

“I have to carve out time 
to college applications, then 
homework, and now work 
on my CAS project, so it’s just 
trying to find a balance,” said 
Kellogg.

The purpose of the project 
is to create a program to ben-
efit the community.

“The students must look 
around their community, see 
what needs their community 
has and try to create a project 
around that,” Mrs. Vohland 
said. 

Kellogg has had to change 
her idea multiple times. She 
considered a virtual tutoring 
program; however, the 21st 
Century after school tutoring 
program has already done 
that. 

Photos by Symone Cloyd

Robb Awe teaches an IB biology class; seniors Asa-Ben 
Sullivan, Aissatou Mbengue and Kyarie Shelton take notes. 
International Baccalaureate students are having to find 
new ways to complete their service project this year, due to 
Covid-19 safety precautions. “The students are having to 
look outside the box this year,” said program coordinator 
Danielle Vohland.
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Pushing 
forward
After a losing 
record last year, 
the football 
team bounced 
back
BY JESSICA VELEZ

Photo by April Moss

Kyran Montgomery tackles a player while Modupe Esan runs the ball during a game 
against Zionsville. The football team won two more games than it did last year. “We are 
slowly getting more and more confident,” said senior Mahamane Moussa said. 

With nine seconds left 
on the clock, the Red Devils 
are down, losing to Warren 
Central.

Anthony Cialdella launches 
the ball to Christopher Mitch-
ell, who catches the pass and 
scores a touchdown, giving 
the team the chance to win. 
Mitchell, a senior, described 
this as his favorite game mo-
ment. 

“I really love how the team 
rallied together and kept 
fighting to the end,” Mitchell 
said. 

Even though Pike lost 
29-27, the comeback showed 
that this years team turned a 
corner. 

The team finished with 
a 3-6 regular season record 
and two more wins than they 
posted in 2019. 

“The winning mindset is 
starting to take hold. Our 
players are buying into the 
right way to work together,” 
said Head Coach Patrick Ech-
everria. 

Cialdella, a senior quar-
terback, credited a greater 
amount of senior leadership. 

“We’re competing together 
as a team and getting better 
as a whole. We’re committed 
to the process,” said Cialdella. 

During practice, the team’s 
offense pushed the defense 
to be better, and similarly, the 
defense pushed the offense, 
said Mitchell. 

“This carried over to the 
games. We have each other’s 
back,” said Mitchell. “We 
believe in our talent as a team 
and even when we’re down 
you will never see us give up.”

Mitchell sees a lot of star 
players on the team that are 
leading the program in the 
right direction. 

“We all want to focus on 
leading our young guys and 

bringing a new tradition to 
Pike football. We’re passing on 
the will to keep fighting,” said 
Mitchell. 

Senior Mahamane Moussa, 
who plays left tackle, agreed.

“We are slowly getting 
more and more confident,” 
said Moussa. 

This season was different 
because of Covid-19. Masks 
had to be worn and one sin-
gle case could’ve shut down 
the team for two weeks. 

“Covid has been a big chal-
lenge. We had to rethink our 
usual ways of doing certain 
things,” said Coach Echeverria.

Despite the pandemic, the 
team focused on “things we 
can control, and a mindset of 
when we are down, to keep 
fighting,” said Mitchell. 

This year, the team played 

multiple games that left fans 
on the edge of their seats. 

“We fought against Carmel, 
Warren and North Central. We 
had opportunities in the last 
minute or overtime to win all 
three. It shows how close we 
are,” said Coach Echeverria. 

The final scores were 45-44 
Carmel, 29-27 Warren and 27-
21 North Central. 

Many seniors have made 
the decision to play in college. 

Kyran Montgomery is 
continuing his football career 
at the University of Missouri, 
Mahamne Moussa at Purdue 
University, Zavier Simpson at 
the United States Air Force 
Academy and Loic Amouzouvi 
at Indiana State University. 

“They are all great play-
ers and captains,” said Coach 
Echeverria. 
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‘Keep in touch with your younger self’
Students explain why they still love the cartoons they watched as kids
BY ALAYNA DEMERY 

Junior Mariah Taylor grew 
up watching and enjoying 
cartoons. She loves to go back 
and rewatch all the shows 
that once brought her joy. 
Her favorite shows include 
Spongebob, Octonauts, 
Mickey Mouse, Bubble Gup-
pies and Dora.

Taylor isn’t alone; most 
teens watched cartoons as 
children and were captivated 
by the animations. Years later, 
teens still enjoy watching 
cartoons, whether they are 
the shows they grew up with 
or a more adult cartoon. 

“I like to watch cartoons 
like Spongebob, Curious 
George, Fairly Odd Parents, 
Jimmy Neutron, stuff like that,” 
said junior Robert Clark. “My 
favorite cartoon is Teen Titans 
because I feel like it’s more 
like action packed.”

Students shared their 
opinions on why they believe 
teens still watch cartoons and 
the fascination they still have 
for these shows. 

“It keeps them up with 
their childhood, and it’s good 
to keep in touch with those 
things that remind you of 

your younger self, back to 
where it was more free,” said 
sophomore Aniya Cox.

Taylor said cartoons bring 
back memories of easier and 
happier times in teens’ lives. 
They can always sit down and 
watch a cartoon and forget 
the stress from the day. 

Most students agreed that 
their childhood was affected 
positively by the cartoons 
they grew up watching. 

“They definitely helped 
me grow up, ironically, and it 
definitely brought my family 
together, with me and my sis-
ters. We had a common inter-
est in the shows, so it helped,” 
said junior Ariadna Casarin.

Cartoons can also provide 
common interest when it 
came to making friends. 

“I was always kinda out-
casted as a kid. So I felt like 
cartoons helped me get more 
out there because a whole lot 
of people love cartoons,” Clark 
said. “I deal with a lot of social 
anxiety so it helped me talk 
more to people.”

Teens still receive satisfac-
tion from watching children’s 
shows, and they try to make 
sense of this.

“It’s satisfying because 

when you think about it, it’s 
like as a kid you kinda really 
didn’t understand what they 
were talking about until you 
get older. Then you are like, 
‘Oh my gosh, now I under-
stand it.’ Some things as a kid 
you don’t understand until 
you grow up a little,” Taylor 
said. 

Going back and watch-
ing cartoons allows you to 
understand what you once 
enjoyed, but it also allows 
you to reminisce about your 
childhood. 

“It triggers you back to 
your past, it gives you the 
memories. It reminds you of 
what you used to do. Those 
moments are gone but the 
show is not,” said Casarin.

Some people find it inter-
esting to watch a show that 
they were interested in as a 
kid but haven’t watched in 
years. 

“I watched the first season 
of the Backyardigans last year. 
I was just like, why did I stop 
watching this? I would just go 
home and watch that show 
and stay in my room the en-
tire time watching that show,” 
said Taylor.

“Spongebob 
because i grew 
up watching it 
a lot.”

“Fairly Odd 
Parents 
because every 
time i watched 
it the episodes 
were catchy.” 

“Tom and 
Jerry because 
it was funny 
and entertain-
ing. I grew up 
watching it.”    

Sophomore
James Arnold

Junior 
JJ Louden

Senior 
Patrick Twyman 

What’s your favorite 
cartoon?
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What’s it like to be a twin?
Siblings discuss identity, competition and always having a trusted friend
BY NADIA VALLADARES-
CAMACHO

Seniors Audrey and Natalie 
Hannum don’t like being 
referred to as “the twins.” They 
like being recognized as two 
seperate people. Still, they 
said, people’s fascination is 
prominent. 

“Sometimes it’s weird, peo-
ple will say things like, ‘Hey, 
twins,’ and I would be like, 
‘Who are you?’” said Natalie.

They see themselves as 
their own individuals and 
have their own preferences in 
school and outside of it.

Audrey and Natalie both 
enjoy science and help each 
other out in many subjects, 
but while Natalie enjoys do-
ing more math and physics, 
Audrey likes biology and 
enjoys learning about cells. 
They also both participate 
in competitive irish dancing 
together. 

Audrey and Natalie, who 
are fraternal twins, are one of 
dozens of sets of twins at Pike.

Juniors Caroline and Lily 
Pennington are fraternal twins 
and they also find benefits 
of being twins, especially at 
school. They help each other 
out with questions or prob-
lems with any homework they 
have. 

They have different 
dynamics at home versus at 
school.

“When you’re at home and 
you have a sibling, you kind 

of interact with them differ-
ently than you do at school,” 
said Lily.

They think of themselves 
more like friends at school 
and sisters at home especially 
at home they argue more 
often, and insult each other. 
They enjoy similar activities 
such as participating in the 
choral group Mystiques.

They are slightly com-
petitive with their grades and 
schoolwork. 

“It’s friendly competition, 
if anything our parents make 
a joke out of it, like oh so and 
so has a better grade in this 
class. There’s no viciousness in 
it,” said Caroline.

Sharing a lot of the same 
things is sometimes frustrat-
ing for Caroline and Lily. 

“Our parents say, ‘Oh, well, 
you’re twins. You have to 
share everything.’ We share a 
bedroom and things like that,” 
Caroline said. 

Although now they don’t 
share as many things, when 
they were little they shared 
clothes, hairstyles and favorite 
foods.

They think people find 
twins so fascinating and in-
teresting because they aren’t 
twins themselves. 

“(Being) born at nearly the 
same time and place is just 
interesting to people, but 
normal to us,” Lily said. 

Having twins was an 

Photos courtesy of Lily Pennington

Photos courtesy of Natalie Hannum

Natalie and Audrey Hannum at age 7 and in 2019; Caro-
line and Lily Pennington at 3 months old and at the end of 
their eighth grade year in 2018; Mai An and Tyler Matthews 
at age 5 and as freshmen at a friend’s quinceanera. Lily 
Pennington said people are fascinated by twins. “(Being) 
born at nearly the same time and place is just interesting 
to people, but normal to us,” Lily said. For Natalie Hannum, 
being a twin has meant lots of people addressing her as 
“Hey, twin.” “I would be like, ‘Who are you?’” she said. Mai 
An Thompson called Tyler her “built-in friend.” She said, 
“With a sibling, you have more trust.”

SEE TWINS ON PAGE 12

Photos courtesy of Mai An Matthews
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3 seniors are National Merit finalists
Skylar Kellog, Audrey and Natalie Hannum are in position for scholarships
BY AUDRA MANAHAN

Three Pike students are 
finalists for the National Merit 
scholarship. They are seniors 
Skylar Kellog, Audrey Hannum 
and Natalie Hannum.

Students are eligible for 
the National Merit Scholarship 
after taking the PSAT their 
junior year. One and a half 
million students in the United 
States enter the competition, 
and only 50,000 students are 
taken into consideration for 
the next step. 

Then, 16,000 of the 50,000 
are selected as semi-finalists, 
and 15,000 are selected to be 
finalists. 

Finally, the program picks 
7,600 winners of the scholar-
ship.

According to nationalmerit.
org, the scholarship commit-
tee notifies students from 
March to June about whether 
they’ve won the scholarship. 
Receipients are eligible to 
receive a $2,500 scholarship, 
and in some cases, corporate-
and college-sponsored 
scholarships. 

While scores of the PSAT 
are evaluated in this selection 
process, the committee also 
considers the students’ overall 
academic performance, look-
ing at grades and extracur-
ricular activities, according to 
nationalmerit.org. 

For Christmas, junior Mack-
enzie Jarvis and her family 
will pare down their celebra-
tion.

“Usually for Christmas, (we) 
hang out in the morning and 
then go over to my grandpar-
ents house, but we won’t be 
doing that because we have 
some high-risk family mem-
bers,” Jarvis said.

Teachers are also getting 
prepared for changes in how 
they will celebrate Christmas.

Frank Drumwright, a sci-
ence and biology teacher, 
explained how he usually 
sings for the Indianapolis 
Symphonic Choir. The group 
performs at the Palladium 

in Carmel for the Festival of 
Carols.

“This year, it will be on 
MyIndy TV 23 and be virtual. 
To do virtual, we rehearse 
through Zoom and record and 
send it to the staff. We also 
have small groups singing at 
the zoo,” said Mr. Drumwright.

Although family gatherings 
are important to many over 
the holidays, both students 
and staff members agree that 
holidays will still be special.

“For my family, the most 
special part about the holi-
days is spending time togeth-
er. This means we don’t have 
to change much this year. We 
might have a Zoom meeting 
with our family members that 
are further away,” said senior 

Skylar Kellogg.
Michael Bankert, a business 

teacher, explained how large 
family gatherings are not the 
only thing that make holidays 
special. 

“It’s time to be thankful 
for what you have. We will do 
our usual traditions with our 
family and just not gather. 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
will be a lot smaller, but still 
very special,” said Mr. Bankert.

The end of October -- and 
Halloween -- marked the be-
ginning of the altered holiday 
season.

“My brother and I usually 
go trick-or-treating with my 
cousin in my grandparents’ 
neighborhood, but this year 
we got bags of candy from 

the store and watched Hal-
loween movies,” said Jarvis.

The school canceled its 
Safe Trick-or-Treat event, 
which provides an opportu-
nity for students and their 
families to dress up and re-
ceive candy from various stu-
dent organizations stationed 
around the Freshman Center.

“We (were) saddened by 
this, but feel it (was) in the 
best interest of our school and 
community to forgo the event 
this year,” said Chad Bobb, 
who coordinates the event. 

The two-hour event typi-
cally attracts more than 3,000 

HOLIDAYS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Photos by Jael Cosby

Clockwise from left, Skylar 
Kellog, Audrey Hannum and 
Natalie Hannum. The three 
seniors are finalists for the 
National Merit Scholarship. 
Recipients are eligible for 
several scholarships.

SEE HOLIDAYS ON PAGE 12
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Virus prompts extra precautions
In-person learning required hybrid scheduling, desk shields, other measures

BY XOCHITL CASTELLON

Students and staff are now 
back in virtual learning mode. 
But when the building was 
open for in-person learning 
in September, October and 
November, people shared 
opinions about what it was 
like to teach and learn in the 
midst of a pandemic, while 
prioritizing their health at the 
same time.

Hybrid scheduling allowed 
two groups to take turns go-
ing to school. This allowed for 
the classrooms and hallways 
to be less crowded. 

“I feel like it is very smart 
to do the two group thing,” 
said junior Kayla Thompson. 
“Also it does keep down the 
amount of people that are 
in the hallways. I’ve noticed 
personally that people get to 
class quicker. There is a little 
bit more space to be separate. 
We’re not six feet apart, but 
we are more separate than we 
would be with all 3,000 kids 
there at once.”

Junior Jaydah Williams 
agreed. 

“I’m feeling OK about 
(hybrid scheduling). I like how 
less crowded it is,” Williams 
said.

Thompson added that de-
spite the safety risks, learning 
in person helps bolster her 
grades.

“I feel like I definitely have 
some worry with being at 

school, with Covid going on, 
but for me, I learn easier in 
person. I am a very visual, a 
very hands on person and I 
have to be in school,” Thomp-
son said.

School officials said they 
did their best to keep stu-
dents safe and reduce the 
risk of possible spreading of 
Covid-19.

“Some students may be 
concerned or uncertain about 
the pandemic, the possibility 
of an increase in cases, their 
safety, or the safety of their 
families. The same may be 
true for staff as well. I believe 
we are doing well to antici-
pate how the current circum-
stances could impact morale 
in the school,” said assistant 

principal Monte Tapplar.
Mr. Tapplar described some 

of the safety policies the 
school enforced: plexiglass 
coverings, social distancing 
and sanitization. He said the 
school follows the Marion 
County Public Health Depart-
ment’s guidelines to ensure 
protection against the virus.

Despite the implementa-
tions, some people think that 
there should be more enforce-
ment of safety measures.

“In a perfect world, the 
classrooms would be thor-
oughly deep cleaned and 
sanitized every day, and 
temperature checks would be 
done on every student every 
day before entering the build-
ing, but these things are prob-

ably not realistic,” said science 
teacher Hannah Sauce.

Thompson expressed some 
concern about classroom 
setups and procedures.

“Our desks are not all 6 
feet apart, and I know it’s 
because some of the classes 
have more students than 
other ones, but I definitely 
notice that they’re not all 6 
apart,” Thompson said. “I wish 
more teachers would correct 
people when they wear their 
masks wrong because it gets 
really annoying seeing people 
wear their masks like this.” She 
pulled her mask to her chin so 
it just covered her mouth but 
not her nose. “That defeats 
the whole point.”

WIlliams added that “door 
handles should get cleaned 
more, like the big doors 
where you first walk in.” 

Junior Maria Arciga noticed 
something positive in terms 
of keeping everyone safe.

“There are less people at 
lunch and classes have less 
people. The halls are a lot 
more empty as well,” Arciga 
said.

Mr. Tapplar said that he 
believes the high school staff 
“is doing their best with the 
resources provided to keep 
students and staff safe.”

He continued: “Staff are 
intentional about maintain-
ing a physically safe zone for 
students as well as an emo-
tionally safe atmosphere.” 

Photos by Xochitl Castellon

A sign above a drinking fountain announces it can’t be 
used; desk shields fill a classroom. School staff did “their 
best with the resources provided to keep students and staff 
safe,” said assistant principal Monte Tapplar.
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A semester of loneliness
Students say social distancing, though appreciated, created isolation
BY KAMARIA KIRK

Within a short span of time, 
the coronavirus pandemic has 
affected the lives of many, in-
cluding students. As students 
settle in for virtual learning 
until at least Jan. 15, they 
reflected on what it was like 
to be in school -- normally a 
social place -- while following 
social distancing protocols.

“The pandemic has defi-
nitely made a huge impact on 
my social life at school,” said 
junior Lauren Akers. 

As the school implemented 
policies to keep students 
safe, it also caused students 
to keep to themselves. Akers 
said that she felt as if students 
were closed off from one 
another because they had 
to wear masks and social-
distance. 

“We can’t really conversate 
as much in the halls like we 
used to, which I feel like is 
what students look forward 
to while being in school,” said 
Akers.

Junior Morgan Miller said 
wearing a mask made it hard 
to communicate. 

“Even though we’re wear-
ing the mask as a safety 
precaution, I still would prefer 
not to talk to anyone,” says 
Miller. 

Miller described herself as 
an introvert while in school. 
Pre-pandemic, Miller didn’t 
really speak much with peers 
unless spoken to. But know-
ing she doesn’t have the 

freedom to speak without 
being misunderstood due to 
wearing a mask made her feel 
even more isolated, she said.

Junior Jason Fleming said 
that the pandemic did change 
his social life at school, but at 
the same time it didn’t. 

“Yes, because before the 
pandemic, I met more people 
and made more friends in 
school and classes. No, be-
cause I really talked to a few 
people before the pandemic 
outbreak and our communi-

cation never changed,” said 
Fleming. 

Changes made in school 
because of Covid-19 included 
wearing masks all day in and 
out of classes; only allowing 
three students per table in the 
lunchroom; no large gather-
ings in the hall; and more.  

English teacher Derrick 
Williams said that the safety 
precautions were definitely 
necessary and very important 
to follow to keep everyone in 
the school protected. 

“We should strongly sup-
port what school officials 
want us to do to protect 
everyone in high school,” said 
Mr. Williams. “We really must 
keep our safety and these 
precaution protections as 
a first priority together for 
the benefit of the larger life 
concerns.”

Just like how students 
feel like their social lives are 
forever changed due to these 
limitations, teachers also 
understand how it’s affecting 
them.

“I believe so many of us 
underestimate the actual 
change in the social lives for 
present day high school stu-
dents due to Covid-19,” said 
Mr. Williams. 

Wearing a mask can make 
it hard to understand some-
body when they’re speaking. 
It can also make you not 
want to say anything at all. 
And social distancing rules 
have impacted events such 
as Homecoming, Prom, talent 
shows, high school debates 
and sporting events.

“Many students are en-
ergized by opportunities to 
interact socially with other 
students, something those of 
us who went to high school 
without the pandemic may 
have taken for granted,” 
Williams said. “While we 
understand that all of the 
precautions may change your 
lives, it’s not just students, 
it’s everyone’s lives who are 
changed by Covid-19.” 

Photo by Kamaria Kirk

Senior Anthony Harris eats lunch at an empty table in the 
lunchroom. Social distancing guidelines required students 
to sit in assigned seats and apart from one another.
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BY ANNA BARRON

Everyone knows it’s hard 
for students to concentrate 
when they have distractions 
like phones, TVs or video 
games right in front of them. 
We all know that we would 
rather watch some Netflix 
instead of doing school work.

But now that students are 
learning from home, how 
are they supposed to stay fo-
cused with all the distractions 
around them? 

Choir teachers Andrew 
Stainbrook and Nicole Dolson 
knew this was going to be 
a hard part for their classes, 
so they conducted a survey 
for their students. The survey 
was asking the students why 
they don’t want to turn their 
cameras on during Zoom 
meetings. 

“Several people said it was 
because, ‘I didn’t get up and 
get dressed. My hair is a mess 
in the morning.’ And what we 
gathered from a lot of these 

inputs is that students roll 
over out of bed and turn on 
Zoom and Canvas,” Mr. Stain-
brook said.

Ms. Dolson said the survey 
also revealed that students 
often don’t feel comfortable 
broadcasting their home lives 
for others to see.

“I had a lot of people that 
had a lot of things going on 
behind them and don’t want 
to be a disruption to others,” 
Ms. Dolson said. 

Many students agreed that 
they don’t feel comfortable 
having their camera on.

“I don’t have it on in every 
class. It depends on how com-
fortable I am with my teachers 
and classmates,” senior Asa 
Sullivan said. 

Senior Brianna Brown said, 
“On hybrid days when I’m 
virtual, the teacher’s atten-
tion is on the people in the 
classroom and not so much 
the people online.” 

Some students said they 
don’t turn on their cameras 
because they find themselves 
distracted at home. 

“I feel like it’s more of an 
issue on my part,” said senior 
Wesley Cornelius. “Teachers 
try hard to make classes en-
gaging. It’s just difficult when 
I’m laying down in bed or 
distracted with other things 
to be really attentive.” 

Psychology teacher Brian 
Fenogilo said students’ re-
luctance to speak up during 
Zoom meetings makes sense.

“I believe the fear induced 
by being seen and heard on 
Zoom mirrors the anxiety 
caused by public speaking,” 
Mr. Fenoglio said.

It’s not only hard for stu-
dents to do online school, but 
it’s hard for teachers too.

“I have found that it is less 
physically demanding, but 
more mentally exhausting to 
teach virtually,” Mr. Fenoglio 

said. “Almost everything we 
do is more time-consuming.  
Adapting material for online 
learning, making sure files are 
available and in a format that 
can be accessed by students, 
linking assignments to con-
tent, recording and posting 
lectures, and finding ways to 
engage students in the virtual 
environment all take time.”

A lot of teachers agree that 
virtual learning is hard. 

“I will speak on behalf of 
lots of teachers we talk to 
-- we’re exhausted at the end 
of every day because of that 
engagement that attempts to 
keep everyone in the discus-
sion, that attempts to make 
sure people at home feel that 
they’re part of the class,” Mr. 
Stainbrook said. 

Some teachers said they 
miss the connection with 
their students that they can 

Photo by April Moss

Science teacher Frank Drumwright interacts with students through Zoom. Most students’ 
cameras are turned off.

Camera 
shy
Despite their 
ease with tech, 
most students 
don’t show their 
faces on Zoom

SEE CAMERA ON PAGE 11
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Which video platform is best?
Many users say Zoom allows for better communication

BY NADIA VALLADARES-
CAMACHO

The first day of this school 
year was nothing like a 
“normal” first day. Instead of 
putting on a new outfit and 
heading to the bus stop or car, 
students now joined online 
meetings where there were 
small boxes containing icons 
with their peers’ names.

At the beginning of the 
school year, the school district 
decided students and teach-
ers would use Google Meet. 
The district later switchd to 
Zoom, leaving people with 
mixed opinions about the 
change.

Junior Malcolm Doaks was 
skeptical about switching to 
Zoom because he had grown 
accustomed to Google Meet, 
as many of his teachers used 
it last year.

“Personally, I preferred 
Google Meet, but Zoom 
generally works better. It has 
better features, which help 
with being able to respond to 
teachers,” said Doaks.

Junior Lauryn Fowler felt 
similar to Doaks. She had 
grown accustomed to the way 
Google Meet worked and the 
fact that it worked great on 
her laptop.

However, Fowler said she 
felt more connectivity in the 
virtual classroom using Zoom.

“Zoom has made it easier 
for me to participate in class 
especially when asked yes 

or no questions. The feature 
allows us to give a thumbs 
up or raise our hands, which 
has actually encouraged me 
to respond more than I did 
previously, with Google Meet,” 
Fowler said.

English teacher Jennifer 
Beeching-Gaines has been 
leading teacher development 
classes to help them better 
their abilities with Zoom.

Mrs. Beeching-Gaines said 
she prefers Zoom because 
of the ability it gives her 
students to interact. She said 
Zoom gives her the ability 
to continue doing work in 
groups while also being able 
to check in with her students 
as they work.

Junior Blessing Akinro liked 
Zoom since last year, and she 
was more used to Zoom. She 
did have trouble getting used 
to the Zoom waiting rooms.

“I do hate sitting in the 
waiting room, especially for 
teachers who don’t have their 
doorbell on,” said Akinro.

Science teacher Richard 
Heaston also finds the waiting 
room inconvenient because 
he has to let students in 
gradually as they enter his 

class, rather than allowing stu-
dents to join automatically as 
it was with Google Meet.

The switch to Zoom is 
something that happened in 
order to create a safer learn-
ing environment for students, 
said librarian Chad Heck.

“It also has more security 
options than Meet to bet-
ter protect students, the 
classroom environment, and 
privacy,” said Mr. Heck.

Another factor of the 
switch to Zoom were the 
benefits of Zoom for both 
teachers and students.

Mr. Heck said that the 
breakout rooms feature would 
allow for more interactions 
among students. It also would 
help teachers see all of their 
students at a time instead of 
just a couple of them while 
they’re in a meeting.

This could also help 
students with their camera 
shyness, which has been 
difficult for teachers to work 
around. If students interact 
more with each other, then 
they will probably feel better 
about interacting with their 
teachers.

Some students find it dif-
ficult to interact with other 
students in breakout rooms.

“It’s really weird when 
we do (use breakout rooms) 
because while it would be 
easy for us to talk (in person), 
in breakout rooms many 
students don’t even talk, they 
just type in the chat,” said 
Akinro.

Photo by April Moss

Math teacher Kerry 
Bieschke conducts a 
virtual class using a 
boom microphone.

not experience on Zoom. 
“Developing strong 

relationships and getting to 
know each student is very 
important to me, and I try to 
interact with each student 
daily,” said math teacher Lau-
ren Hannah. 

For some teachers, the 
transition to Zoom wasn’t that 
bad. 

“I have found that virtual 
learning has both positive 
and negative effects on learn-
ing,” said Mr. Fenoglio. “On the 
positive side, I believe that 
many students are more ac-
tively monitoring their under-
standing and are utilizing the 
resources available in Canvas. 
I’ve also found that students 
are learning and adapting 
to using technology just like 
their teachers, which provides 
new opportunities to demon-
strate their understanding.”

CAMERA CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

‘Zoom makes it easier 
for me to participate 
in class.’
-Lauryn Fowler, junior
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unexpected experience for Risa Flight, whose 
daughters are fraternal twins. Madeline and 
Hannah Flight graduated from Pike in 2019. 

It has been important to Mrs. Flight to make 
sure they are treated as two separate people. 

At first, they both participated in ballet and 
gymnastics, but when they got older, one de-
cided to do taekwondo and the other baseball. 

“I didn’t force them to do the same thing. 
It was like, now I have to figure out how to 
get you to baseball and you to taekwondo at 
the same time,” said Mrs. Flight, the principal’s 
administrative assistant.

It was a challenge for Mrs. Flight to ensure 
that she always paid both of them the same 
amount of attention and fulfilled their needs 
equally. 

“One of my twins is especially competitive 
and the other one not so much, so she was 
always getting overshadowed by the other 
one,” she said. 

Growing up, her daughters were quite dif-
ferent, Mrs. Flight said.  

“One of them (Hannah) didn’t like to walk, 
so she scooted around pulling herself with her 
legs, and the other one was walking all over 
the house,” she said. 

TWINS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 While Madeline was mischievous and 
always doing things she shouldn’t be doing, 
Hannah would always call her sister out for 
misbehaving, Mrs. Flight said.

Juniors Mai An and Tyler Matthews are 
fraternal twins.  

Mai An thinks that having a twin is like hav-
ing a built-in friend. 

“You are never alone when you do things. 
Sometimes you don’t feel you can tell your 
friends everything, but with a sibling you have 
more trust,” Mai An said. 

There is competition between them when it 
comes to their grades. Their mom sometimes 
mentions that one of them received a lower 
grade than the other. 

They had chemistry class together last year.  
“He would always talk to me, ask me ‘Hey, 

what are we doing and what’s the home-
work?’” Mai An said.

She said it was annoying sometimes, but it 
was mostly fun being in the same class as her 
brother.

Being together in class as well as at home 
can cause arguments and bickering; however, 
that hasn’t happened with Mai An and Tyler.

“I guess we have gotten into fights like 
where we want to eat, but I can’t think of any 
big arguments we’ve gotten into,” said Tyler.

HOLIDAYS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

people, Mr. Bobb said. 
Although many people 

avoided trick-or-treating, 
some found alternate ways to 
partake in Halloween tradi-
tions. 

“Our own kids will mask, 
dress up, and just visit a few 
places in our neighborhood 
where we know the parents 
take Covid seriously,” Mr. 
Bankert said prior to Hallow-
een.

Some people, in the at-
tempt to follow social dis-
tancing guidelines and still 
participate in trick-or-treating, 
invented unique ways to 
distribute candy.

Science teacher Cassondra 
Winn said she passed out 
candy “using a candy chute to 
ensure social distancing.” 
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